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life of immoral luxury and vicious cruelty for which he was
notorious. His own officers and courtiers hated him with a
loathing that was hidden beneath a cloak of flattery and fear,
and Clive determined to make use of these secret enemies for
his own purpose.

The Nabob's most powerful General was a man named
Meer Jaffir, who was suspected of harbouring an ambition to
overthrow his master and make himself Viceroy in his $tead.
Robert Clive, unfortunately for his good name and fame, put
into practice some of those wiles which were habitually used in
Oriental statecraft, but were not in the code of honour belong-
ing to English officers and gentlemen. While sending flatter-
ing messages and offers of friendship to the Nabob, he entered
into secret negotiations with Meer Jaffir, and offered to place
him in the office of Viceroy if he would desert with his own
troops to the English side. A crafty and avaricious merchant
named Omichund was used as a go-between, and this man was
also promised huge bribes for his treacherous services. But
Omichund was too greedy, and his demands were so exorbitant
that Clive became disgusted with him. He could not afford to
break with him, as he would at once reveal the negotiations
with Meer Jaffir to the Nabob. So Clive tricked him by draft-
ing out a false agreement, to which he not only attached his
own signature, but also that of Admiral Watson, who with the
honesty of a British sailor refused to have anything to do with
such a shifty scheme. This agreement was drawn up in dupli-
cate, in one of which, written on red paper, the demands of
Omichund were inserted, while on the other all reference to
them was omitted. The former alone was submitted to the
merchant himself, while the other was kept by Clive.

It is a painful thing to refer to this episode, which is a blot
that will always stain the otherwise great and brilliant reputa-
tion of the founder of our Indian Empire. Attempts have been
made to whitewash the transaction, but it was a false, dis-
honourable act, unworthy of a gentleman, and setting a most
evil and perilous example to Olive's successors,